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A Study of Causative Verbs in the Modern Chinese Dictionary
YANG Xu
(Wuhan University/Nation Institute of Chinese Language Matters and Social Development, Wuhan )

Abstract: The causative verbs are investigated from the perspective of constructional network,
and it is found that they belong to the class of causative constructions in modern Chinese,
together with the “shi/ling/rang” constructions, the verb-complement constructions, “X-hua”
constructions and equipollent constructions. In terms of form, they share the V N structure with
the ergative constructions, the transitive constructions, and the applicative constructions, so they
need to be distinguished by combining the strict formal and meaning criteria, i.e. “N theme +V —
N causer T V + N causee OF ‘ba/bei’ construction”. Finally, the problems with the causative verbs in
the Modern Chinese Dictionary (7th ed.) are pointed out.

Key words: inchoative; causative; constructions; causative verbs
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